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SPEECE
HON. JAMES T.-‘RAPIER,

Of Alahamn, in the Honce of Repre-
nemt T me:
June @, 1574.
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Mr. Rapier said :

Mr. srEARER: T had hoped there would
e uo protracted discussiod on the civil-
rights bill. It has been debated all over the
country for the last seven vears ; twice it has
done duty in our national political eam-
paigus; d in every minor election during
that time it has been pressed into servi for
the purpose of intimidating the wenk white
wen who are inclined to sapport the republi-
cun ticket. T was certain uutil now that
wost persons were acquainted with its pro-
yisivn=, that they understood itz weaning ;
therefore it was vo longer to thew the mon-
ster it bl been depicted, that was to break
dowu all social barriers, and compel one man
o 1 ize another =ocially, whether agree-
able to him or not, -

I must confess it is somewhatl embarrassing
for a colored man to urge the passage of this
bill, because i he exhibit an camestness in
the matter and express a desive for its im-
mediate passage, steaighiway he is charged
with a desire for social equality, aexplained
by the demagogue and understond by the
jgnerant white man.  But then it is just as
cmbarrassing for him not to do so, for, il Le
vewain silent while the struggle is being
carried on around, and for Lim, he iz liable
to be charged with a want of intevest in a
watter that coneerns him more thau any one
which is enough to make Lis fviends
desert his cause. 5o in steering away from
=cvlla L may run upon Charyldi=.  But the
auonedous, and 1 may add the supromely
ridivulous, position of the negro at this .

in this country, compel me to say somet
Here his condition is withoot a comparison,
parallel alone to itself.  Just think that the
law recognizes my right upon this oor as a
law-maker, but that there is no law Lo secure
to me any accomodations whatever while
traveling here to  discharge my Julies as
a Representative of a large and wealthy
constituency. Here 1 am the peer of the
prowdest, but on a <teamboat or car 1 am not
cqual to the wost degraded, Ts not this
auomalous and ridicalous 2

What little T shall say will e wore in the
way of stating the case than otherwize, for
1w certain I ean add nothing to the ar
wents already made in behall of the bill.
I in the course of my reminks 1 shoulid use
language that may be considered inelegant,
1 have only to say that it shall be as ele
as that used by the opposition in discussing
this measure undignitied, it shall not be
wore so than my subject ; if ridiculous, 1 en-
ter the plea that the example has been set
by the demoeratic side of the House, which
claims the right to set cxamples. | wish to
=ay in justice Lo mysell’ that uo one rels
wore than 1 do the necessity that compels
one Lo the manner born Lo come in these
Halls with hat in hawd (so to speak) to ask
at the hand of his political peers the same
public rights they enjoy. Aud I shall feel
asliamed for my country it there be any
foreigners present, who have been lured to
our shores by the popular bul untruthiul
declaration that this land is the asylum of
the oppressed, to hear a member of the
bighest legislative bady in the world decl
trom his place, upon his respousibility as a
Representative,  that potwithstawling  Lis
political position he bas no civil rights that
avother class is bound Lo respect.  eve a
foreizner can learn what he cannot le in
any other country, thal it is possible for g
wan (o be haltf free and ball slave, or, in
other words, he will see that it is possible
tor a man to enjoy political 1ishits while he Is
denied civil ones; here he will see n man |
legislating for a free people, while his own
chuius of civil slavery hang about him, and
are fur more galling than any the foreimmer
left behind him ; here he will see what is not
to be scen elsewhere, that pesition is no
wantle of protection in our **land of the |
tree and home of the brave;” for [ am suh-
jected to)far more outrages and iz "5
m coming Lo and going from this eapi nu
discharge of my public duties  than any |
crimipal in the country providing le Le
white. Instead of my position shiclling me
from insull, it too often invites it.

Let me cite a case. Many wonths ago
Mr. Cardoza, treasurer of the State of South
Cwroling, was on his way home from the
West,  Iis route lay throngh Atlanta.
There he made request for a sleeping-berth,
Not only was he refused this, but was denied
@ seat in a first-class carriage, and the par-
tiex wenl so far as to threaten Lo take his
life because he insisted upon his rights as a
traveler, e was compelled, a n 3
and accomplished gentleman, to ta
a dirty smoking-car, along with the ¢
rabble, or else be left, to the detriment of
hiz public duties.

I attirm, without the fear of contradiction,
that any white ex-convict (1 care not what
oy have been his crime, nor whether the
hair ou the shaven side of his head has had
time Lo grow out or not) may start with me
te Montgomery, that all the way dowa he
will be treated as a gentleman, while 1 will
b be treated as the eonvict. He will be
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through or 1o reside in any other State for
purposes of trade or agricy Llure, professional
Jursuils, or otherwise,”

It is very clear that the right of locomotion
without hinderance and everything pertain-
ing thereto is embraced in this clause: and
every lawyer knows if any white mdn in ante
bellwn times had been refused fipst-class pass-
age in a steamboat or car, who was free
from any contagious disense, and was com-
pelled to go on deck of a boat or into a bag-
gage-car, and any accident had happened to
him while he occupied that place, a lawsuit
would have followed and dama'gea would
have been given by any "jury to the plaintifl’;
and whether any accident had happened
or not in the case [have referred to, a snil
woulid have been brought for a denial of
rights, and no one doubls what would have
been the verdict. White men had richts
then that common carriers were compeallel]
Lo respect, and I demand the same for the
colored men now,

Mr. Speaker, whether this deduction from
the clause of the Constitution just read was
applicable to the negro prior to the adoption
of the several late amendments to our organ-
ic law is not now a question, but that it does
apply to lim in his new relations no intelli-
zent man will dispute. Therefore 1 come to
the national, instead of going to the local
Legislatures for relief, as has been sugzested,
because the grievance is national and nol
loeal 3 because Congress is the law-making
power of the Government, whose duty it is
to see that there be no unjust and odious dis-
criminations made between its citizens, I
look to the Government in the place of the
several States, beeanse it elaims my first al-

nee, exacts at my hands striet obedience

ts laws, and beeause it promises in the
implied contract between every citizen and
the Government to protect my life and
property. 1 bave fulfilled my part of the
coutract to the extent I have heen called
apon, and 1 demand that the Gaovernment,
through Congress, do likewise, Every day
my lile and property are exposed, are left to
the merey of others, and will be so as long
as every hotel-keeper, rail-road conductor,
aml steamboal eaptain can reluse me with
impunity the accon lations Lo
other travelers. 1 hold further, if the Goy-
ernment cannot secure toa citizen his goar-
auteed rights it ought not to call upon him
to perform the same doties that are per-
formed by another class of citizens who are
in the free and full enjoyment of every civil
and politieal right,

sir, [ submit that T am degraded as long
as Lamdenied the publie privileges common to
other men, and that the members of this
Han spondingly degraded by re-
¢oguizing my political equality while I occupy
such a humiliating position. "What n singular
attitude for law-makers of this great nation
to assume, rather come down to me than
allow e to go up to them.  Sir, did yon ever
reflect that this is the only Christian country
where poor, finite man is held responsible
for the crimes of the intinite God whom you
vrofess to worship?  Dut it is; 1 am held to
answer for the crime of color, when I was
uol eonsulted in the matter, Had [ been
consulted, aml my fature fully described, I
think I should have objected to being born
in this gospel land, The excuse offered for
all this inhuman treatment is that they eon-
sider the negro inferior to the white man,
intelicetually and wmorally. This reason
might have bpen offered and probably ac-
eeplad me vears aeo, bul no one
now beliey vineapable of a high order
of culture, except some one whe is Limself
below the average of mankind in natural en-
dowments.  This is no the reason as I shall
show before 1 have done,

Sir, there is a cowardly propensily m the
human heart that dehghis in oppressing
somehody elzo, and in the gratification of
this hase desire we always select a vietim
that ean be ontraged with safety, As a
general thing the Jew has been the subject
m most parts of the world; but here the
negro is the most available for this porpose ;
for this reason in part he was seized upou,
aml not because he is naturally inferior to
any one else, Instead of his enemies le-
i him to be incapable of a high order
of mental eulture, they have shown thal they
believe the reverse to be true, by taking the
most elaliorate pains 1o prevent his develop-
ment.  Aund the smaller the caliber of the
white man the more frantically has he fought
to prevent the intellectual and moral progress
of the wezro, for the simple but good reason
that he has most to fear from sueh a result.
e does not wish to see the negro approach
the high moral standard of a wan and gen-
tleman,

Let we call your attention to a ease in
point.  Some time since & well-dressed col-
ored man was traveling from Augusia to
Monlgomery., The train on which he was
estopped ut a dinner-honse. The erowd
around the depot secing him well dressed,

| tine-looking, and polite, concluded he must

be a gentleman, (which was more than their
rightéons souls could stand,) aml straight-

way they conunenced to abuse him,  And,
sir, hie had to go into the bagzaze-car, open

his trunks, show his cands, fare-bank, dice,
&e., before they would give him any peace §
or, in other words, he was forced to give sat-
isfuctory evidence that he was nol a man
wha was working (o elevate the moral and
intellectual standard of the negro belore they
woulld respect him. 1 have always found

allowed a berth in a sleeping car with all its
comforts, while 1 will be foreed into a dirty |
rouzh box with the drunkards, apple-sellers
railroad hands, and pext to any dead that
may bhe in trapsit, regardless of how far de-
composition may have progressed. Sentinels
are placed at the doors of the beller coaches,
with pesitive instructions Lo keep persons ol
volor out 5 and I must do them the justice to
say that they guard these sacred portals with
4 vigilance that would have done credit (o
the flaming swords at the gates of Eden.
Tender, pure, intelligent young ladies are
turced to travel in this way il they are guilty
of the crime of color, the only unpardonable
sin known in our Christian and Bible lands,
where sinning against the Moly Ghost (what-
ever that may be) sinks into insignificance
when compared with the sin of color. 17
from any cause we are compelled to lay over, |
the best bed in the hotel is his i he can pay
for it, while 1 am invariably turned away,
bungry and cold, to stand around the rail-
way stulion until the departure of the next
train, it matters not how long, thereby en-
dangering my health, while my life aud prop-
erty are al the mercy of any highwayman
who may wish to murder and rob me.

more prejudice existing in the Lreasts of men
who have feeble minds and are conscious of
than in the Ireasts of those who have
towering intellects and are aware of it.
Henry Ward Beecher reflected the feclings
of the latter elass when on a certain occasion
e said: *“L'urn the negro loose; I am not
afraid to run the race of life with him.”" Ile
could aifurd to say this, all while men can-
nol; bul what does the other class say?
“RBuild a Chinese wall belween the negro
and the schiool-house, discourage in him pri
of character and bonest ambition, cut him
ol from every avenue that leads Lo the bigher
erounds of intelligence and usefulness, and
then challenge him to a contest upou the
highway of life to decide the question of su-
periority of race.’” By their acts, nol by
their worda, the civilized world can and will
judge how honest my opponents are in their
declarations that I am naturally inferior to
them. No one is surprised that this class
opposes the passage of the civil rights bill,
for il the negro were allowed the same oppor-
tunities, the same rights of locomotion, the
same rights to comfort i travel, how could
they prove themselves better than the ne-
ot

And 1 state without fear of being gainsaved,
the statement of the gentleman from Ten- |
nessee to the contrary notwithstanding, that |
there is not an inn bétween Washington and |
Montgomery, a distance of more than a thou-
sand miles, that will accomodate me to a bed |
ormeal.  Now, then, is there a man upon |
this floor who is =0 heartless, whose breast |
i& 50 void of the better feelings, as to say
that this brutal custom needs no regulation
¥ hold that it does, and that Congress is (he |
body to regulate it. Authority for its action
is found not only in the fourteenth amend-
tuent to the Constitution, but by virtue of
that amendment (which makes nll persons
born here citizens,) authority is found in
article 4, section 2 of the Federal Constitu-
lion, which declares iu positive language
** that the citizens of each State shall have

same rights as the citizens of the several
States,” uﬂ’m‘e read Mr. Brightly’s com-

ment upon 3 he s
authority, I believe. In describing the sever-
al ta he lalg they may be all compre-
o under following general heads:
Protection by the Government ; the enjoy-
ment 0:‘!;’1& and liberty, with 2{19 right t&:&-
Quire Ppossess iy every o
aud Lo pursue and omhppinm and safe-

Mr, Speaker, it was said, I believe by the
gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr, Beek,) that
the people of the South, particularly his State,
were willing to accord the colored man all
the rights they believe him guarantied by the
(‘onstitution. No one doublts this assertion.
But the difficulty is they do not acknow]
that I am entitled to any rights under the
organic law. I am forced to this conclusion
by reading the platforms of the Democratic
party in the =everal States. Which one de-
clares that that party believes in the consti-
tutionality of the Reconstruction Acts or the
several amendments? But upon the other
hand, they question the constitutionality of

that s to ale

“The Demoeratic and Conservative parly
of the State of Alabama, in enlering upon
the contest for the redemption of the State
government from the radical vsurpers who
now control it, adopt and declare as their
platform —

L. That we stand ready Lo obey the Con-
stitution of the Uniled States and the laws
passed in pursuance thereof, and the Consti-
tution and laws of the State of Alabama, so
long as they remain in force and unre-
pealed.””

I will, however, tuke the gentleman al his
word ; but must be allowed to ask if so why
was it even afler the several amendments
hagd been announced to be a part of the Fed-
eral Conslitution, his State and others re-
fused to allow the negroes to testify in their
courts against a white man? If they be-
lieved he should be educated (and surely this
is a right) why was it that his school houses
were burned down, and the teachers who
had gone down on errands of merey Lo earry
light into dark places driven off and in some
places killed? " If they believe the negro
should vote (another right, as T understaund
the Constitution,) why is it that Ku-Kiux
Klans were erganized to prevent him from
excreising the right of an American cilizen,
namely, easting the ballot—the very thing
they said he had a right to do? )

The professed belief and practice are sadly
at variance, and must be intelligently har-
monized before I ean be made to believe that
they are willing to acknowledge that I have
any rights under the Constitution or else-
where. Ile boasts of the magnanimily of
Kenlucky in allowing the negro to vote
without qualifieation, while to enjoy the'same
privilege in Massachusetts he is required to
read the constitution of that State. e was
very unhappy in this comparison. Why, sir,
his State does not allow the negro to vote at
all.  When was the constitution of Kentucky
amended so as to grant him the elective frau-
chise? They vote there by virlue of the fif-
teenth amendment alone, indepeudent of the
laws and constitution of that Commonwealth,
and they would to-day disfranchise him if' it
could be done without affecting her white
population. The old Bay State waited for
no “act of Congress" to force her to do jus-
tice to ull her citizens, but in ante bellum days
provided m her constitution that all male per-
sons who could read and write should be en-
titled to sullrage. That was acase of equal-
ity before the law, and who had a right to
complnin?  There is nothing now in the
amemded Federal Constitution to prevent
Kentucky from adopting the sume kind of
clause in her constitution, when the conven-
tion meels to revise the organic Inw of that
State, I venture the asserlion that you will
never hear a word about it, but it will not be
out of any regard for her colored citizens, but
reapect for that army of fifty thousand izno-
rant white men shie has within her borders,
many of whomn I see every time I pass thro’
that Stale, standing around the several de-
pots continually harping on the stereotyped
phrase, “*The damned negro won't work,”

I would not be surprized though it <he

should do better in the future, 1 remember
when a_foreigner was just as unpopular in
Kentucky as the negro iz now; when a ma-
Jjority of the people of that State were np-
posed to according the forcizner the same
rights they claimed themselves: when that
cluss of people were mobbed in the strects
of her principal cities on account of their |-
litical faith, just as they have done the nezro
for the Iast seven years. Dut what do you
seg tosday Y One ol that then peoserilied
class is one of Kentucky’s chiel representa-
tives upon this floor,  1s not this evidence of
a returning sense of justice? It g0, would
it not be reasonable to prmlh_-(l that she will
in the near future send one of Ler now pro-
seribed clags to aid him in representing her
interests upon this tloor,
Mr. Speaker, there is another member of
thiz body who has opposed the passage of
this bill very earnestly, whose position in Lhe
eountry and peculiar relutions to the govern-
ment compel me to reler to him before I con-
clude. I allude to the gentleman from
Georgia, [Mr.Stephens.] 1fe returos Lo this
House Mter an absence of many years, with
the same olil ideas vespecting State-rights
that he carried away with him. He has not
advanced & step; Lut unfortunately for him
the American people have, and no longer
consider him a fit expounder of our organic
law. Following its legitimate conclusion, the
doctrine of State rights (which of itsell’ is
seeession), he deserted the tlag of his coun-
try, followed lis State out of the Union, and
a long and bloody war followed. With its
results most men are acquainted and recog-
nize; but he, Bourbon-like, comes back say-
ing the very same things he used to say, miul
swearing by the same gods he swore by in
other days. He seems not to know that the
ideas which he 8o ably advanced for so many
years were by the war swepl away, along
with that system of slavery which he intend-
ed should be the chiel corner-stone, precious
and elect, of the transitory kingdom over
which he was second ruler,

sir, the most of us have scen the play of
Rip Van Winkle, whe was said to have slept
twenly years in the Catskill Mountains, On
his return he found that the small trees lind
arown up to be largs oues; the village of
Falling Waters had improved beyond lus
recollection ; the little children that used to
play around lis knees and ride into the village
upon his back had grown up to be men and
women amd assumed the responsibilities of
life ; most of his friends, including Nick
Vedder, had gone to that bourne whence no
traveler relurns; bul, saddest of all, his
child *Mene™ could nol remember him.  No
one can see him in his efforts to recall the
seenes of other days without being moved
almost to wears. This, however, is fiction.
The life and actions of the gentleman from
Georgin most happily illusirate Lhis charac-
ter. This is a case where truth is stranger
than liction; and when he comes into these
Hulls advocating the same old ideas, after an
absence of somany years, Jduring which time
we have had a contlict of arms such as the
wotld never saw, that revolutionized the en-
tire body-politic, he stamps himsell a living
Rip Van Winkle. :

I reiterate, that the principles of '‘State-
rignts,"! for the recoguition of which he now
contends, are the ones thal were in contro-
versy during our late civil strife. The argu-
ments pro and con were heard in the roar of
battle amid the shricks of the wounded and
the groans of the dying, and the decision was
rendered amid shouts of victory by the Union
solliers, With it all appear to be familiar
except him, and for his information I wilf
stale that upon this question an appeal was
taken from the forum to the sword, the high-
est tribunal known to man, that it was thien
and there decided that Nutional-rights are

ount te State-rights, and that liberty
and equality before the law should be coex-
tensive with the jurisdiction of the Stars and
Stripes. And I will further inform him that
the bill now pending is simply to give practi-
cal effect Lo that decision. ¥

1 sympathize with him in his inability to
understand this great change.  When he left
here the negro was chatlel, exposed for sale
in the markel places, within a stone’s throw
of the Capitol; so wear that the shadow of
the Goddess of Liberty, retlected by the ris-

ever 1 d li
the c’:mditinn of the colored man ; and so skep-
tical have the Democracy become respecting
the Constitution, brought about by their un-
successful efforts to find constitutional objec-
tlons to eyery step that is taken to elevate
the negro, that now they hegin to doubt the
constitutionality of the CoOustitution itself.
The most they have agreed to do is to obey
t laws bearing on manhood suffs
until they are repe-as]:nd by C or
cided to be unconstitutional by
Court. :
Let me read what the Democratic parly in

Supreme

ty; the right of a citizen of one State to pass

Alabamn has Lo say on this point:

ing sun would fall within the slave pen as a
forcible reminder that there was no hopeful
day, nothing bright in the future for the poor
slave. Then no negro was allowed to enter
these Ialls and hear discussions on subjects
that most interested him, The words of
lofty cheer that fell from the lips of Wade,
Giddings, Julian, and others, were not al-
lowed to fall upon his ear. Then, not more
than three negroes were allowed to assemble
at any place in the capital of the nation,
withoul special permission from the city au-
thorities, Bul on his return he finds that
the slave pens have been torn down, and

-
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upon their ruins temples of learning have
been erected ; he finds that the Goddess of
Liberty is no longer compelled o cover her
radiant face while she weeps for our national
shame, but looks with pride and satisfaction
upon ar erated land; he tlds that the
laws and lations respecling the nssem-
bling of' negroes are no longer force, but
on the contiry he can see om any public
holiday, the Butler Zouayes, # fine lookin
company of colored men, on paede,

Imagine, if you can, what wonld have been
the eflect of such a sight in this eity twelye

rears ago,  Then one negro salilice would
ave caused utler consternation.  Congress
would have adjourned ; the cabinet would
have sought protection elsewhere ; the Pros-
ident would have declared martinl law;
troops would have been ordered out 3 and I
cannot tell all that would bave happened ;
but now such a sight does nol exeite a rip-
ple on the current of afiuirs; but over all,
amd worse to him than all, he finds the ne-
gro here, not only a listener LAt a partici-
rﬂul. in debate, While I sympathize with
15 inability fto comiprehend " this ‘marvelous
change, L musl say in all carnestness that
one who eannot understand and ‘adjust him-
self to the new order of things is rorly qual-+
ified Lo teach this nation the weaning of our
amended Constilution, The teuacity with
which he sticks to his purpose through
all the vivissitwles of life is commendable
thongh Lis views be objectionable,

While the chief ef the late Confederacy is
away in Europe flecing the wrath to come In
the shape of Joe Johnston's history of the
war, his licutenant, with a holdvess that
must challenge the most impuwlent, comes
into these Halls aud secks to commit the
uation, throngh Congress, to the doctrine of
State rights, and thus save it from the gen-
ernl wreek that followed the collapse of (he
rebellion,  He had oo other husifess liere.
Read his gpecch on the impewding! il ; his
argumnent was cunniog, e more ingenious
than ingenuons,  Tle does not deny the need
or justness of the measure, but elims that
the several States have exclusive jorisdic-
tion of the same. I am not so willing as
some others to believe in the sincerity of his
assertions comeerning the rights of the
colored man, If he were honest in this mat-
ter, why is it he never vecommendad «nch a
measure to the Georria Legslauee? I (he
several States had secured (o all classes
within their horders the rights contemplated
in this bill, we would have had no need to
come here s bul they hiaving tailed to do their
duty, after nmple opportunity, the General
Government is called upon to exercise its
right in the matier,

Mr. Speaker, time will not allow me to re-
view the history of the American negro, but
T'must pause here long enongh to say that
he has not heen properly treated by this na-
tion ; he has purchased and paid for all, and
for more than he has yet received.  What-
over liberty he enjoys hias beeu puid for over
and over again by more than two hundred
years of foreed toil; and for sueh citizenship
as is allowed Lim he paid the full measure
of blood, the dearest price required at the
hands of any citizen, In every contest from
the beginning of the revolutionary strugele
down war between the States,‘has he
bieen prominent, Dot we all remen ber in
our Lite war when the government was so
harl pressed for traops Lo sustain the cause
of the Union, when it was difficult to fill up
the ranks that had been o foarfully decima-
Led by dise unl the Lullet ; when every
train that careied (o the front & number of
fresh solliers bronght back a corresponding
number of wonnded and sick oness when
grave doubls as to the success of the Union
arms had =
the most saogulue filcmls of e GOVErn-
when strong men took counsel of
their fears 3 when those who had all their
lives received the fos 2 care ol the nation
were hesitating as to their duty in that try-
ing hour, and others questioning il it were
not better to allow the star of the Republic
to go down amd thus be blotted from the
great map of nations than to continue the

hed; when eloom and despair, were
ad 3 when the last ray ol hope had

k below our political horizon, how
ro came forward and offered himself
as a saerifice in place of the nation, made
bare his breast to the steel and in itreceived
the throsts of the bayonet that were aimed
al the life of the nation by the soldiers of
that gover Lin which the gentleman from
Gicorgia Agured as second officer,

Sie, the valor of the colored sollier was
Leatol on prany a battle-lield, and to-day his
bowes lie bleaching beside every hill and in
every valley from the Potomue to the Gull';
te cloquence in behall of equal
1l hefore the law, is and ought to
be fur more persuasive than any poor lan-
suage I ean command.
Mr. Speaker, nothing short of a complete
acknowledgment of my manhood will satisfy
mo. I have hia compromises to make, and
shall unwillingly aceept any. It I were to
say that 1 would be content with less than
uny other member upon this tloor 1 would
forfeit whatever respect any one here might
entertain for me, and would thereby furnish
the best possible evidence that T do not and
cannol apprecinte the rights of a freeman.
Just what I am charged with by my political
enemies, 1 cannot willingly aceept anything
55 Lthan my full measure of rights as 2 man,
because I am unwilling Lo pre
a candisdate for the braod of jule
will be as plain and lasting as the mark of
Cain. I 1 am to be thus branded, the coun-
Ley must do it against my solemn protest.
=, in order that I nught know something
of the feelings ol a freeman, a privilege de-
nied me in the land of my bivth, I left home
last year nmd traveled six months in foreign
lands, and the moment I put my fool upon
the deck of a ship that unfurled a foreign tlag
from its mast-head, distinetions on account
of my tolor eeased. 1 am not aware that my
}tresenl:c om board the steamer put her ofl’
ier comrse. 1 believe we made the trip in
the usual time. It was in other countyies
than my own that I was not a stranger, that
L conld approach a hotel without the fear
Lthat the door would be slamned in my face.
Sir, I feel this humiliation very keenly; it
dwarls'my manhood, and certainly it impairs
my usefuluess as a cilizen,

The other day when the centennial Dill
was under dizcussion I would have been glad
to say a word in its favor. but how could 12
How would I appear nt the centennial eele-
bration of our national freedom, with my own
gulling chains of slavery hanging about me ?
L could no more rejoice on that occasion in
my present condition than the Jews could
sing in their wonted siyle as they sat as cap-
tives beside the Babylonish streams; but I
look forward to the day when I shall be in
the full enjoyment of the rights of a frecman,
with.the same hope they indulged, that they
would again return to their native land, 1
can no more forgel my manhood, than they
could forget Jernsalem,

After all, this question resolves itsell to

1f one, I am entitled to all the rights, privi-
leges, ang immunities common to any other
clase in this country ; if not a man, I haye no
right to vote, no right to a seat here ; i’ no
right to vote, then Lhe twenty per cent. of
the members on this floor have no right here,
but, on the contrary, hold their seals in vio-
tation of law. 1f the negro has uo right to
vole, then one-eighth of your Senate ists

e upon the minds of & of

this: either I am a man or I am nol a man, |

out of the question ; it has nothing to do with
il; thal you ean have no policy in dealing
with your citizens ; that there must be one
law for all; that in this case justice is the
only standard to be used, and you can no
more divide justice than you ean divide
Deity.”  On other hand, I'am told that I
must respect the prejudices of others. Now,
sir, 1o one respects rensonable and intelli-
gent prejudices more than 1. 1 respect reli-
-gious prejudices, for example ; these I can
comprehend. Bul how can I have respect
for the prejudices that prompt a man to turn
up his nose at the males of a certain race,
while at the same time he has a-fondness for
the females of the same race to the exlent of
cohubitation?  Out of four poor unfortunate
colored women who from poverty were forced
1o 2o to the lying-in branch of the Freed-
men’s Hospital here in the District last year
three gave Wirth to clildren whose fathers
were white men, and I venture to say that
i’ they were members of this body, would
vote against the civil rights, Do you, can
you wonder at my want of respect for this

ind of prejudice ¥ T'o make me feel uncom-
fortable appears to be the hizhest ambition
of many white men. It is to them a positive
luxury, which they seek to indulge at every
opportunity, .

1 have never sought to compel any one,
white or black, to associate with me, aml
never shall ; nor do I wish to be compelled
to associate with any one. Ifa man do not
wish to ride with me in the streel car 1 shall
not object to his hiring a private convey, s
il he do not wish to ride with me fro
to Baltimore, who shall complain if' he char-
ter a special train?  For a man Lo carry out
his prejudices w this way would be manly,
and would leave no eause for complaiut, but
Lo erowd me oul of the usual conveyance into
an uncomfortable place with persons for
whose manners 1 have a dislike, whose lan-
guage is nol fit for ears polite, is decidedly
tnmanly aud eannot be submitted to tamely
by one who has a partiele of self-respect,

Sir, this whole thing grows oul of a desire
Lo establish a system of “‘easte,” an anti-
republican principle, in our free country, In
Europe they have princes, dukes, lords, &e.,
i distinction to the middle classes
nt=. Further East they have the
braluwans or priests, who rank above the
swlras or laborers.  In those countries dis-
tinetions are based upon blood and position.,
Every one there understands the custom and
no one complains.  They, poor innocent
ereatures, pity our condition, look down upon
us with a kind of' royal compassion, becanse
they think we have no tangible lines of dis-
tinetion, and therefore speak of our society
as being valgar.  But let not our friends Le-
yonil the seas lay the flattering unction to
their souls that we are without distinetive
lines ; that we have no nobility ; for we are
blessed with both.  Our distinetion is color,
(which would necessarily exclude the bruh-
mans, ) and our lines are much broader thau
anything they know of. Here a drunken
white man is not only equal to a drunken
negro, (as would be the case anywhere else,)
but superior Lo the most =ober and orderly
one 3 here un ignorant white man is not only
the equal of am unlettered negro, but is supe-
riot Lo the most eultivated ; here our nobility
eohabit with our female peasants, and then
throw up their hands in holy horror when a
male of the samne class enters a restaurant
to zet a meal, and i’ he insist upon being
aceommaodated our seion of royalty will leave
amd 2o Lo the arms of his colored mistress
amld there pour out his soul’s complaint, tell
her of the impudence of the *damned nigger”
in coming to a tuble where a white manwas

ir
w
relghers mred jabia umslar gl‘_d-l-;_
sion that they monopolize (he knowledge of
the courtesies due from one gentleman to
another, How | rejoice Lo know that it is a
delusion.  Sir, I wish some of them eould |
nave been present to hear the representative
of the F. F. V.'s [Mr. Harris] upon this
floor (and L am told thal this is the highest
degrea that society has yet rveached in this
country) adidress one of' his peers, who dared
asked him a question, in this style: “T am
1king to white men,"’
Suppose Mr, Gladstone —who knows no man
hut by merit —whao in vielation of our custom
enlertained the eolored Jubilee Singers at
hix home last Summer, or the Duke de Brog-
lie had been present and heard this elogquent
remark drop from the lips ol this classical
and kuightly member, would they nol have
lung their heads in shame at their ignoranve
of politeness, amd would they not have re-
turned home, repaired to their libearies, and
betook themselves to the stuldy of Chester.
fleld on manners?  With all these absurdi-
Lies stlari lie face, who can wonder
that foreigners lansh at our ideas of distine-
tion,

Mr, Speaker, though there is not a line
this bill the Democracy approve of, yet they
made the most noise about the school clause,
Dispatches are freely sent over the wires as
to what will be done with the common-gchool
system in the several Southern States in the
cyvent this bill becomes a law, I am not
surprised at this, but, on the other hand, I
looked for it.  Now what is the force of that
school elause? It simply provides that all
the children in every State where there is a
school system supported in whole or in part
by general taxation shall have equal advan-
tages of school privileges.  So that il perfect
and ample accommodalions are not made
convenient for all the children, then any
child has the right to go to any school where
they do exist.. And that is all there is in
this school clanse, I want some one to tell
me of any measure that was intended to ben-
efit the negro that they have approved of.
OF which one did they fail to predicl evil?
They declared il the negroes were emanci-
pated that the conntry would be laid waste,
and that in the end he would starve, because
he coulil not take care of himself,  Bul this
was a mistake, When the r truction

In;l poor, si 1|\Ic-mim£c‘.¢.reatm1 these

ve prompled the Ad ati P
members gf gy rice to_represe
srmmant at _fornign o L
some well-meaning 1 £

had the honor of introducing ** his friend,”
Mr, Williams, In that case they were ex-
tending their courtesies Lo & coutse, vuluar
stranger, because he was a demoerat, while
at the same time they were hunting me down
as the partridge on the mount, night and
day, with their Ku-Klux-Klan, simply be-
enuse [ was a republican and refused t) bow
at the foot of their Baal, I might enumerate
many instances of this kind, but I forbear.
But to come down to a later period, the
Greeley campaign, The colored men who
were employed to canvass North Carolina
in the interest of the demwocratic party were
received at-all the hotels as other mien nnd
treated I am informed with marked distine-
tion, And in the Stale of Louisiana a yery
prominent gentleman saw proper to espouse
the Greeley cause, and when the fight was
over and the McEnery government saw (it
to send on 1 committee to Washinston to
present their case to the President, this
colored gentleman was selected as one of
that committee. On arriving in the city of
New Orleans prior to his deparinre, he ‘was
taken to the Saint Charles, the most aristo-
cratic hotel in the South.  When they started
he occapied & berth in the sleeping-car ; at
every eating-house he was treated like the
rest of them, no distinetion whatever,  Anil
when they arrived at Montgomery 1 was at
the depot, just starting for New York. Not
only did the conductor refuse to allow me a
berth in the sleeping-car, but I was also de-
nied a seal in the first-class carringe. Now,
what was the diference between us?  Noth-
ing but our political faith.  To prove this 1
have only to say that just a few months
before this had” happened, he, along with
Frederick Douglass and others, was denied
the same privilezes he enjoyed in coming
here.  And now that hie has returncd to the
right party azain T can tell him that never
more will he ride in another slecping-car in
the South unless this bill becomes law.
There never was a truer saying than that
vircumstances alter cases,
Mr. Speaker, to eall this land the asyvlum of
the oppressed is a misnomer, for upon all
sides 1 am treated as a pariah, I hold (hat
the solution of this whole matter is to cnaet
such laws and prescribe such penalties for
their violation as will prevent any person
from discriminating against another in public
places on nccount of color. No one asks,
no one secks the passage of a law that wlll
interfere with noy one’s private affiirs, But
Lo ask the enactment of u law to secure
me i the enjoyment of public privileges,
Bul when I ask this I am told that I must
wait for public opinion ; that it is a matler
that cannot be forced by law, When | ad-
mit that public opinion is a power, and in
many eases is a law of ‘itself, yet I cannot
lose sight of the fact that both’ statute law,
and the law of necessity manufacture public
opinion. I remember, it was unpopualar to
culist negro soldiers an our late war, and
after they enlisted it was equally unpopnlar
to have them tight in the same buttles 3 but
when it became n necessity in both cnses
public opinion soon came around to that
point. No white fallier objected to (he
negro’s beeoming food for powder if thereby
his son could be saved. No white woman
ohjected to the negro marching in the same
ranks and lighting in the same Lattles it by
that her husband could escape burial in our
savannas amd rceturn to her and her little
ones,
Suppose there had been no reconstruction
acts nor amendments to theCenstitution ,when
would public opinion in the South have sug-
gested the propriety of giving we the ballot?
Unaided by law when would public opinion
i togroy e

man has now every right unde e common
Inw ; in reply I wish to say (Wt that kind
of law commands very little respect when
applied to the rights of colored men in my
portion of the country ; the only law that we
have any regard for Is wncommon laow of the
maost positive character.  And 1 repeat it,
i you will place upon your statute-hooks
laws that will protect me in my richts, that
public opinion will speedily follow,

Mr, Speaker, I trust this hill will hecome
law, hecaose it is a necessity, and becanse
it will put an end to all legislation on this
subject, It does not and cannot contem-
plate any such idew as =ocial equality ; nor is
there any man upon this floor so silly a=
Lelieve that there can be any law enacte
enforeed that woulld compel one man 1o |
recognize another as  his equal soe
it there be, he ought ool o be
amid I have ouly to say that they hav
lim to the wreang pablic building, 1

woulil
oppose such a bill as earnestly as the centle-

man from North Carolina, [Mr. Robbins, ]
whose associations and cultivations  have
heen of such a nature as to lead him to select
the ¢row as his standard of grandeur and
excellence in the place of the ensle, the hiero
of all binds and our national emblem of pride
amd power. 1 will tell him that 1 have seen
muiny of his race to whose level 1 should
object 1o being dragaed,

siry it malters not how mwuch men may
differ upon the question of State and nation-
al rights, there is one class of rights, how-
ever, that we all agree upon, namely, indi-
vidoal rights, which includes the Fight ol
every man to select associates for himself
awd family, and to say who shall and who
shall not visit his house, The right is God-
given and eustom-sanctioned, awd there is,
aml there can be, no power overruling your
decision in this matter.  Let this bill become
law amd ol only will it do much toward giv-
ing rest to this weary country on this sub-
jeet, completing the manlhood of my race and
perfecting his citizenship, but it will take him
trom the political arena as a topic of disey
sion where he has done duty for the last ity
years, amd thus freed from anxiety respect-
ing his politieal standing, hundreds of us will

nets were passed aud the colored men in m‘y
State were called upon Lo express through
the ballot whether Alabama should return
to the Union or not, white men threw up
their hands in holy horror and declared il the
negro voted that never azain would they de-
porit another ballot, But how does the
matter stand now 2 Some of those very men
are in the Ilepublican ranks, and I have
known them to grow hoarse in shouting for
our platforms and candidates, They hurrah
for our principles with all the enthusiasm of
a new-born soul, and, sir, so zealous have
they become tliat in lJooking al them I am
amazed, and am often led to doubl my own
faith and feel ashamed for my lukewarmness.
And those who have not joined onr party
are doing their utmost to haye the negro vole
with them., I have met them in the cabins
night and day where they were imploring
him for the saﬂe of old times to come up and
vole with them,

1 submit, Mr. Speaker, that political preju-
dices prompt the D racy to oppose this
bill as much as anything else. In the
campaign of 1868 Joe Williams, an un-
couth and rather notorious colored man, was
employed as a %’encral democratic canvasser
in the South. e was invited to Montgom-
ery to enlighten us, and while there he
stopped at one of the best hotels in the ¢ity,
one that would not dare entertain me, Ie
was introduced al the meeting by the chair-
man of the democratic executlive commitlee

of members who have no shadow of a elaim
Lo the places they occupy ; and if no right to
a vote, a hall’ dozen governors in the South
figure as usurpers.

“This 18 the legitimate conclusion of the
argument, that the negro is not a man and
is not entitled to all the public rights com-
mon to other men, and you cannot eseape i,
But when 1 press my claims I nm asked, **Is
it good policy 2 My answer is, **Policy is

us al 1 and elegant, as well as eloquent

ntleman. In North Alabama he was in-
ited to speak at the Seymour and Blair
barbecue, and did address one of the largest
audiences, composed largely of ladies, that
ever nssembled in that part of the State.
This I can prove by my simon-pure democrat-
ic colleague, Mr. Sloss, for Lie was chairman
of the commiltee of arrangements on that
| oveasion, and I never saw him so radiant
| with good bumor i all my life as when he

abandon the political lieldswho are there from
necessity, and not from choice, and  enter
other and more pleasant ones ; and thus re-
lieved, it will be the aim of the colored man
as well as his duty awd interest, Lo become
good eitizen, and to do all in his power Lo
advance the interests of a common country.

- —— —— -
Minnie—**I"m in such a quandary ; forif 1
turn my back on Charley, be becomes otfend-
ed at once 3 and it I don’t he can’l sce my
new buckle,  Whal shall I do

Puns, well stuck Lo, ave somelimes as good
as wil. Lady Darker, whose name is nol un-
known in literature, has been appointed
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From France,

Panis, May 23, 1874,

Tathe Editor of the New Natiowal Ern

It has been so long since | have had the
pleasure of writing anything for your paper,
that I bardly know how to commence, orup-
on what topic o write ; umder the circum-
stapces 1 can think of no better sobject than
the one concerning our old friend -
MELVIL BLONCOURT,
Depaty from Gaudaloupe to the National A--
sembly.
Youare, nodonbl, aware that some tion
ago General 1" Admirault, Governor of ari-,
laid before the Assembly at Versailles, o
paper bearing charges against Depuly Blon-
court for participation in the Conmmunist in-
surrection in 1572, and at the same time de-
mawling authorizaiion for his arrest and
trinl by court martial. After considerable
debate and some feeble opposition, the ma-
Jority of the Assembly voled in Fivor of
arrest, awld the proposition was granted,
In order that you may understamd the
matter clearly, it will: be necessary to enter
into some details,
Since the proclamation of the Liepullic,
there hias been considerable 1
the part of different factions in the Assembly
either to consolidate the actual slate of
things on one hawd, or to overthrow or cre-
ale disorder on the other, in order to e-lah-
lish & monarehy, The Bonaparti=t too weak
yet to take any decided nction, but with just
intluence enough to check either party in con-
solidating or deciding upon any G of wov-
ermment, are watchful of their clunees 3 in
the meantime, the Republica inerens-
ing in strength at every partind clection,
having sueceeded in electing their candidates
in almost every instance ; of coarse it be-
came necessary Lo dam up this steemn which
was constantly fowing into the almost-full
luke of Republicanism, else the Assembly
would soon have been dissolved aud 4 true
aud permanent Republic estalilished 3 conspe-
quently the monarchists deterined upon
using every means in their power to thwart
this object of the people, tivst, by provent-
ing Rane —a Deputy from Lyons, of decided
proelivities - - from laking Lis mnd,
secomdly, by porging the Assombly ol ull
members of the radical class who lad heen
either diveetly or indirectly connecteld with
the late insurrection, commencing with Dep-
uty Bloncourt, Ilad the tide of epuhlican-
ism been Mowing instead of chline, it is not
al all probable that M. Boncourt woull
have been disturbed, a8 le was execedingly
pradent —avoiding all discus<dons wud Laking
no aclive part in the procecdings, cxeopling
only such as concerned the colonies which
he m,mﬂ froses
To |.4,4 the members ‘nf}he Assem-

amg e people nguhies 3 Klnconrt, the
Governor of Paris stated in i demand for
authority of arrest and inve: '&{u. that he
was in “possession of docum Papers,
received from the Minister of W myplical -
ing, to the utmost extent, oue of the mem-
bers of the Assembly, in the Communist in-
surrection.
Blancourt remained in Pavis up to the time
of the granting of (he nuthorization for Lis
arvest, when he was indoced Lo seek refuce
hie has since remained;
and nothing more was done in the matier.
General 'Admivaull has done much Lo in-
Jurey not only the Bloveourt family, hut us
all, - Melyville Bloncourt is the most coura-

| weous defender of the rights of the colored

race in ull climes, anywhere Lo be found, and
although his complexion is such as (o justily
him in claiming descent from many other
than the Africen race, yet, like all mulatto
Frenchmen, he will not allow the race with
which he is prowd to elaim connection, to e
vililied in his presence, as is too oftens the
case with our countrymen, both at home and
abroad, who are fuir enongh to mingle in the
Anglo-saxon stream without detection.
Yours, very respectlully,
D. T, P. 8,
S—
From Virginin.

Varlety of Opinlons.
T the Edilor o th ot Nubicomal Foo:

1 cannot imagine the existence of dissent-
ings and controversies, or even of dillerences
of opinions in a perfect state. In leaven
there may be degrees of knowledae, and men
may advance from one hieight of contempla-
tion Lo another; bul whatever they may
know they will know accuratel)
There cannol be there that uneertainiy in
association of thought, and that i ite-
uess of language, which so clowl all our ideas
and speculations now. Dot we are not living
in a perfect state ; diversity seems like a law
of mature.  There are, I admit, gencral lines 5
yel the individual has always his own points
of ditference.  Though working upon typical
forms, yet nature bestows something of indi-
viduality upon every one of its itures,
and civilization tends Lo increase this diver-
genee.  In a wild state the animals are very
similar to one another. No sooner do we
domesticate them than difference of size awl
color develop themselves, and we find also
that every one has his own peciliar traits
and disposition. What is true in regard to

manager of the National School of Cookery
in London, whereupon The Pall Muil Gazette
remarks : *‘ller thoughis in the kitchen
riange perpetually, we should imagine, overa
wide, various, and fruitful field. While her
pupils are busily engaged around her, the
middy dripping reminds her of the miduight
oil, and she panses to recall the verses of
Eliza Cook or the labors of Mra, Fry, or the
poems of Mr, Browning, perchance. Then,
too, the very grate will suggust Hobbes, the

Hanilel, the sal der Burns, the

the animals, can be trutbfully applicd to
colored men of this and other countries. As
they climb the ladder of sclence, the mind
becomes enlightened ; they will ditter on
all questions ol intricate value, and at the
game time have the manliness to expross
them without fear of receiving the title of
Judases. As to my not been naturalized
in auswer to that asserlion that should not
be used in suppressing [reedom of thought,
taking it for granted 1 am not, I can say |
have done as much for the race as they have
done for themselves in aciuiring their rights,
while these rge:ntlemen now dispute my
1)

scullo‘ps IShnlle}‘: frying-pan the inducti
philesophy of Bacon, and the stewpan the
physical experiments of Boyle. What more
natural than to dwell on the sad fate of Sir
Cloudesley Shovel of the successful expe-
dition of Sir Samuel Baker; the delightful
humor of Charles Lamb or the pacific policy
of Mr Pease ; the ** Euclid” of Potts, the wor-
ship of Pan, or Mr. Rupert Kettle's attempts
atarbitration; M. Grevy's Presidency of the
French Assembly or the present embroilment
of the Duc de Droglie: Er. Fowle's Broad
Church views or Mr, Partridge’s democratic
theories ; Mr. Spring Rice's speeches in the
House of Commons or Sir Frederick Curier’s
operations in [ndia 2

ex z, (freed of thought.) I have
yet to say I was against the passage of the
Civil Rights Bill. [ said if the school elause
was passed Congress should give some guar-
antee that when these States fail o support
the schools we shall not sufler, but can leel
sale regardless to their doings. ‘These arce
only my opiniong, which could bave had no
effect whatever.

Now, gentlemen, lurn your guns in the
right direction and combat with those who
was sent with powers delegated to them
through the black man’s vote to batlle for
their rights, and has since failed in doing so.

Respectfull
v h. B, ]:.'_mult‘.'x.




